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·  Annual Dinner 22 August 2009 
·  ACT ESA Open Day Sunday 18 October 

2009 
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The following new Executive Committee has been 
elected in the Annual General Meeting (attended 
by 17 Schools) on 5 May 2009 and Special 
General Meeting (attended by 11 Schools) on 1 
July 2009: 

President  : Javad Mehr 
Vice-Presidents : Raewyn Bastian and 

Maria Frketic 
Secretary : Santosh Gupta 
Treasurer : Loan Pham 
Members 
Fuxin Li, Peter Pan, Matelita Koloi, Thangarajah 
Vadivelu, Joan Alltoft, Changming Zhang 
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Believe it or not, we are half way through 2009 
already. Midsummer has come and past. This 

year the Swedish School held the traditional 
celebration in the Embassy garden. The dances 
around the midsummer pole, the games, the 
lollies, glögg, pepparkakor and kanelbullar (in 
unlimited amounts!) all in the traditional 

“midsummer in midwinter Australia” style. Yet 
again a great success - thanks Sofie and gang! 

The next adventure in the Swedish school 
calendar is the School Camp at Berry the last 
weekend of October. A report will follow in 
snippets! 
 
Linnea, our teacher for the youngest group, will 
leave us and go back to Sweden. We thank her 
for her skilled efforts with the kids.  From Term 3 
(Wed 22/7) a new teacher, Ellinor, will take over 
this class. We would like to welcome Ellinor as 
well as some new students to “Grodynglen”. The 
school accepts students who are Swedish citizens 
(or with a parent who is a Swedish citizen) and 
speak Swedish at home. 
 
The Canberra Islamic School  has a new 
website: http://canberraislamicschool.com/ 
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Some of the activities the students of the 
Macedonian School "St. Kliment of Ohrid" 
participated in during the last financial year 
included: Floriade 2008, ACT Ethnic Schools 
Open Day 2008, Multicultural Festival 2009 and 
Macedonian Church Easter Celebration 2009. 
These presentations provided an opportunity for 
the students to experience their cultural heritage, 
which they are thrilled to showcase to the 
Australian public. Besides regular language study, 
the children learn about history, culture and 
traditions through poetry, drama, song and dance. 
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Bangla is the official language of Bangladesh. 
Bangalees had to sacrifice lives for their mother 
tongue on 21st February, 1952.  
The UNESCO has declared 21st February as The 
International Mother Language Day to be 
observed globally in recognition of the sacrifices 
of the Bangla language martyrs who laid their 
lives for establishing the rightful place of Bangla. 
The proclamation came in the form of a resolution 
unanimously adopted at the plenary of the 
UNESCO at its headquarters in Paris in 
November 1999. In its resolution the UNESCO 
said - “21st February be proclaimed International 
Mother Language Day throughout the world to 
commemorate the martyrs who sacrificed their 
lives on this very day in 1952”. 
The UNESCO in its resolution said the recognition 
was given bearing in mind that all moves to 
promote the dissemination of mother tongues will 
serve not only to encourage linguistic diversity 
and multilingual education but also to develop 
fuller awareness about linguistic and cultural 
traditions throughout the world and to inspire 
solidarity based on understanding, tolerance and 
dialogue. 
Henceforth UN member countries around the 
world will observe 21st February as the 
International Mother Language Day.  
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The Italian painter Giorgio Polo was in Australia 
on the invitation of the Italian Embassy.  He 
specializes in murals and has visited all Italian 
Committees in Australia giving lectures and also 
has taught school children the use of painting 
materials and techniques. In Canberra he came to 
the  Italian School organized at the Yarralumla 
Primary School for two days to paint a mural on 
the school’s outdoor wall tracing the students’ 
figures first and then assisted the students with 
the final touches. The mural was officially 
launched by the Italian Ambassador, dott. De 
Martino di Montegiordano, in the presence of the 
Principal, parents and students of the School and 
the Italian Community. 

Some of the students attending the Bilingual 
Program at Yarralumla Primary are also enrolled 
in the Saturday Italian classes in order to enhance 
and catch up with further knowledge of the Italian 
language and culture and they are appearing in 
the photo. 
At the end of the second term the Saturday Italian 
classes Committee organised a small 
presentation of a song for the benefit of the 
parents so they could gauge the learning curve of 

their children.  The students also prepared 
seventy five small pizza entrees following an 
Italian traditional recipe.  All ingredients and 
instructions were given in Italian and were very 
appreciated by the parents. 
 
The first level students’ class with their teacher, 
Anna Maria Nocera, at the end of the party is in 
the photo. The students also participated in the 
celebration for Italy’s National Day on 1st June 
presenting two sketches in Italian and a song at 
the Italian Cultural Centre in Forrest. 
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Waitangi Day is celebrated every year on the 6th 
February the document was signed this day in the 
year 1840.  The signing of this document with the 
British Crown was for the protection of the British 
from other invaders. Both the Maori and Pakeha 
(white people) groups asked for the British 
protection. This year Te rere o te tarakakao 
celebrated Waitangi day inclusive of the ACT 
Multicultural Festival  
 

On the 9th of May 2009 the club had a Tamariki 
(Children) Social at St Edmunds College, which 
was very successful. Our club members 
performed as did the Samoan adults and children 
which everyone really enjoyed. Our club is 



 

 

grateful for all the support we get from the 
Samoans; St Edmunds College; ACTESA; PIO; 
ACT Government; Queanbeyan City Council; 
Queanbeyan leagues club; Mugga scout hall; 
Kents removalist and other organizations, 
companies, and schools that continually help us . 
 
On the 4th of  June our group performed at the 
opening of the Vaka Moana for the National 
Museum of Australia. We also performed at 
Queanbeyan Multicultural festival.  Other up 
coming events for our tamariki are the moon 
festival and our fundraiser social on the 15th 
August, 2009 at St Edmunds College where the 
tamariki will be doing a traditional performance. 
There will be an event for the ACTESA open day 
also. 
 
Every Sunday our tamariki have classes in 
language, culture and dance with Reo (Maori) 
Tutor and Kapahaka (dance) tutor. 
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This year the Hindi School has moved to the 
Canberra College, Launceston Street, Phillip, and 
is being organised on Sundays, as usual. Until 
last year it was being organised in the Lyons 
Primary School. Currently the Lyons Primary 
School is under renovation and refurbishment. 

The students participated in the India in the Park 
function, part of the National Multicultural Festival 
and in the Annual function of the Hindu Temple & 
Cultural Centre, during the year.  
 
The Narrabundah College has also started Hindi 
language teaching from the beginning of this year 
with 23 students. The students, who started 
learning Hindi language from the Canberra Hindi 
School, are now learning in the Narrabundah 
College. The Canberra Hindi School takes pride 
in introducing Hindi Language at school/college 
level in the ACT region. 
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On 4th July, the Japanese Supplementary School 
held one of its annual events, “Mochitsuki Taikai”.  
‘Mochitsuki’ is a traditional Japanese- ‘mochi’-

(Japanese sticky 
rice cake)-
pounding activity. 
Besides being an 
incredibly fun way 
to spend a day 
with friends and 

family, 
participants 

enjoyed the 
freshly made 
mochi. We 
enjoyed mochi 
with anko (sweet 
bean paste), 
kinako (soybean 
flour), soy sauce 

and wrapped with nori, natto (fermented soy 
beans) and grated white radish. 
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Persian Language, also known as Farsi , is the 
most widely spoken member of the Iranian branch 
of the Indo-Iranian languages, a subfamily of the 
Indo-European languages. It is the language of 
Iran (formerly Persia) and is also widely spoken in 
Afghanistan and, in an archaic form, in Tajikistan 
and the Pamir Mountain region. Persian is spoken 
today primarily in Iran and Afghanistan, but was 
historically a more widely understood language in 
an area ranging from the Middle East to India. 
 
The Persian Language School is running on 
Sundays from 11.am to 1.00 pm.  This year we 
have 34 students 9 of them adult, 11 students 
from Afghanistan and the rest from Iran. 
One of the most important celebrations in Iran is 
NoRuz (New Year) and the school participates in 
a big party.  The celebration is managed by the 
Iranian community and the school joins them 
each year on 21 of March (the first day of spring)  
The origins of NoRuz are unknown, but they go 
back several thousand years predating the 
Achaemenian Dynasty. The ancient Iranians had  



 

 

a festival called "Farvardgan" which lasted ten 
days, and took place at the end of the solar year. 
It appears that this was a festival of sorrow and 
mourning, signifying the end of life while the 
festival of NoRuz, at the beginning of spring 
signified rebirth, and was a time of great joy and 
celebration. 
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ACTESA has taken an initiative to train teachers 
of the Ethnic Schools by Dr Elke Stracke from the 
University of Canberra.  
So far six workshops have been organised for 
Ethnic Schools’ teachers on the following topics: 
 

1. Planning our teacher  
2. Planning a sequence of lessons 

3. Exploring the use of the first and second 
language (Part 1) 

4. Exploring the use of the first and second 
language in the ethnic school context 
(Part 2) 

5. Speaking – Ways of developing our 
students’ communicative competence 

6. Exploring the use of the first and second 
language 
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The Annual Dinner of ACTESA has been 
organized at the UCU Conference Centre, 
Building 1, Kirinari Street, University of Canberra, 
Bruce, on Saturday, 22 August 2009. The people 
from political parties, Government, Ethnic Schools 
and UC have been invited and over 100 people 
are expected to attend the dinner this year.  
 
There will be a raffle draw during the dinner as a 
fund raising event and donations from the 
Schools, Embassies, High Commissions and 
Clubs have been sought for raffle prizes.  
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Javad Mehr, President: javadmehr@hotmail.com  0412 222 473 

Raewyn Bastian, Vice President:  bastion@ozemail.com.au  0413 602 448 

Maria Frketic, Vice President:  mfrketic@hotmail.com  0407 554 433 

Santosh Gupta, Secretary:  alkaskg@hotmail.com  0423 779 820 

Loan Pham, Treasurer:  loan.pham@dva.gov.au  0431 108 474 

Peter Pan, Member:  peterp@pcug.org.au  0407 143 021 

Fuxin Li, Member:  fuxinli@iprimus.com.au  0419 541 336 

Thangarajah Vadivelu, Member:  Thanga.vadivelu@abs.gov  0413 887 053 

Matelita Koloi, Member:  Matelita.koloi@ed.act.edu.au 0402 307 180 

Joan Alltoft, Member:  joanandjohn@smartchat.net.au 6249 6378 

Changming Zhang, Member:  changming.zhang@y7mail.com 0421 456 905 


